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Abstract  Emerging as a relatively new class of porous materials, metal-organic frameworks (MOFs), possessing diversi-
fied, designable and tailorable structures as well as ultrahigh surface area, have captured broad research interest and shown 
potential applications in many fields in recent years. In particular, MOFs have attracted intensive attention in catalysis. In the 
first two parts of this review, according to the origin of active sites, for examples, coordinatively unsaturated metal centers, 
functional organic linkers, functional sites chemically grafted onto the framework, as well as metal complexes or metal na-
noparticles (MNPs) encapsulated inside the MOFs, etc., we have summarized the recent progress in heterogeneous catalysis 
over MOFs and their composites in recent several years. In addition, the MOF-based photocatalysis and electrocatalysis have 
also been briefly introduced in the subsequent two parts. Finally, the further development and challenge in MOF catalysis are 
discussed. 
Keywords  metal-organic frameworks; porous materials; heterogeneous catalysis; photocatalysis; electrocatalysis 
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Figure 2  Number of papers for MOF catalysis reported during 1995
2015  
Topic keywords “metal-organic framework or coordination polymer” and 
“catalysis or catalytic or catalyst” searched from web of knowledge, data 
updated by August, 2015 
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Figure 3   View of the structure of HKUST-1 via the [100] direction 
(left) and view of the coordination mode between Cu(II) and ben-
zene-1,3,5-tricarboxylate in HKUST-1 (right)[46] 
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Figure 4  Schematic illustration of the catalytic ring opening of styrene 
oxide over MIL-101-SO3H[54] 
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Figure 5  Post-synthesis modification procedure for MOFs by introduc-
ing Au(III) Schiff base complex 
Zn: green; O: red; N: deep blue; Au: yellow; Cl: white. H atoms are omitted 
for clarity[65] 
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Figure 7  Schematic presentation of de novo assembly of Co�Pc@bio�
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Figure 9  Schematic illustration showing the in situ reduction of Pd2

incorporated into MIL-101 and the subsequent tandem catalysis of the 
dehydrogenation of ammonia borane and hydrogenation of nitro com-
pounds[82] 
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Figure 11  Schematic illustration showing the multistep reaction over 
PdAg@MIL-101 involving Lewis acid and Pd/Ag sites[86] 
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Figure 12  Schematic illustration of the controlled encapsulation of 
nanoparticles in ZIF-8 crystals[87] 
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Figure 13  Growth procedure for the nanocrystal@ZIF-8 yolk-shell 
nanostructures[88] 
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Figure 14  Schematic illustration of the synthesis of Co-CoO@N-doped 
porous carbon nanocomposites via the pyrolysis of ZIF-67[91] 
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15  UiO-67[97] 
Figure 15  Synthesis of UiO-67 with functionalized organic linkers[97]
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Figure 16  Synthesis of phosphorescent zirconium carboxylate MOFs 
and subsequent loading of Pt NPs inside MOFs 1 and 2[101] 
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Figure 17  (1) UV-vis absorption spectra of MIL-125(Ti) (curve a) and 
NH2-MIL-125(Ti) (curve b) and (2) proposed mechanism for photocata-
lytic CO2 reduction of NH2-MIL-125(Ti)[103] 
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Figure 18  Schematic illustration showing the integration of CO2 capture 
and photocatalytic reduction over PCN-222[105] 
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Figure 19  Schematic illustration for the preparation of porous carbon 
from BMZIFs for highly efficient oxygen reduction reaction[106] 
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Figure 20  Fabrication of hybrid Co3O4-carbon porous nanowire ar-
rays[109] 
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